AFA Season 10 

Week #1

Power Rankings by Dr. W

1. Mexico City – as the legendary Ric Flair says..”To be the man youv’e got to beat the man”.  Defending Champs are #1 until they show me different. The offense is back for a title run with Bulger slinging it to Donald Driver and self proclaimed F.O.H.  Chad Johnson.  The defense has playmakers at every level Kevin Wiliams, Keith Brooking and Nathan Vasher but they may need a bit more help than is on the roster.

2. Alaska – Playmakers at every position with Drew Brees at QB and Peppers, Little supplying the pressure upfront and Defensive Rookie of the Year Demeco Ryans making tackles in the middle the Grizzlies have some teeth.  The O-line is the only question mark

3. Arizona – The offense is loaded.  Peyton Manning has lots of options no matter what league he is in.  231 catches between the top 2 wideouts and TE and that does not include the 62 catches from Frank Gore who also sports a healthy 5.4 average per carry.  The defence is solid with the front 7 being the strength of the team which is stacked down the middle with Big Daddy Pat Williams and Brian “Don’t make me take off my hat” Urlacher.  Expect these guys to be playing in the final four.

4. Hollywood – The strength of the team is the O-Line, which is expected to make the offense go. The line ratings go 9-8-10-8-10 across which should help Thomas Jones and Tatum Bell carry the mail.  Big name WRs Owens, Harrison and Moss give solid production at the position but the big question is can Damon Huard deliver a championship to the land of Stars?  The front four of the defense may not be able to win the battle of trenches and is starting to get a bit long in the tooth.

5. Denver – The team that was smart enough to keep Schaub behind Vick was the Demons who are still set a QB beyond this year.  The Demons are stacked at RB and WR.  When your choices at #2 WR are Steve Smith or Anquan Boldin, both at 83 grabs the scouts are doing their job.  The defence is great with 7 starters with ratings of 8 or over.  The Demon’s success will be determined at QB where they have a 1,000 yard rusher with a QB rating of under 80 or cagey vet Mark Brunnell who rating is in the mid 80s.

6. New York – a team that always features a good if not great O-Line and this year’s team has more of the same with 10+ Shawn Andrews at OG.  The biggest off-season acquisition may be QB Jeff Garcia with his 95.8 rating who along with broadcaster Tiki Barber will benefit from playing behind the great wall of NY.  The defense is missing a couple of playmakers to round out the squad but with Lights Out on the edge the sacks should come in bunches if the injury bug can stay away.

7. Chicago – Carson Palmer and Maurice Jones-Drew will ensure the offense keeps moving but the Vans may find it hard converting those 3rd and longs without a WR with more than 50 catches on the roster.  The D-line is solid across the board featuring Tommie “Machine Gun” Harris in the middle but nagging injuries could put him on the shelf for part of the season.  The secondary features the best safety in football Ed Reed who gets some help from 10 rated Rashean Mathis

8. Indianapolis – With the key parts of the Chargers installed in Indy the O looks good, Rivers, LT and Marcus McNeil.  The rest of the offense needs another season in the oven to develop a #1 WR.  The defense is anchored by a strong secondary feature a dynamic duo at safety in Adrian Wilson and Sean Jones but the front seven needs a few more playmakers before the team can move up the rankings

9. San Antonio – The Vikes selected Tony Romo to step in for the injury ravaged Donovan McNabb and saved their season.  Ladell Betts will try to find running room behind stud run blocker Chris Snee while Romo looks for Javon Walker down field.  This defense could set a league record for sacks with 4 defensive starters rated 4 or better in the pass rush category.  Thinking of running against ‘em? Bad idea with Jamal Williams and his 10 rating against the run in the middle.  If the offense can set up the Vikes could move up.

10. Baltimore – The linebacking corps may be the best in the league with rising star Bart Scott and vet Derrick Brooks patrolling the middle of the field and stuffing the run.  This team is going to need big plays from it defense and a strong running game to win games due to average rated QBs.  Sounds like another team I know from Baltimore. 

11. Philadelphia – The defense will lead the way on this team who will create pressure with Julian Peterson Aaron Schobel and Warren Sapp.  The secondary is anchored by 9 rated Nnamdi Asomugha.  The offense features a solid o-line and draftee Marion Barber but injuries and low ratings plague the QB position with the best in the bunch Kurt Warner whose best days are behind him.

12. San Diego – How could a team with Tom Brady at the controls be this low?  Good question – the more teams I am do the harder it gets. Brady did commit 12 fumbles which may stall the offense on drives but I think he and Brian Westbrook will be fine putting up the points.Whatever they accomplish it will be their own doing as the O-Line needs a year to get D’Brickshaw Ferguson up in ratings to go along with one of the best centers Jeff Saturday.  The defense is young and maturing but does feature 10 players with rating of 7 or better although after last Thursday Jason David might be losing a point or two next year.

13. Minnesota – A good O-Line will make running lanes nice and wide for Stephen Jackson and Julius Jones with up and coming WR Roy Williams fitting nicely into the #1 WR role on the team.  QB of the future Matt Leinart was drafted this year but the team will only go as far as Leinart or Jon Kitna can carry them with QB ratings in the 70s.  The defense which features 7 players rated 7 or better will keep the Sun Dogs in the game against most teams.

14. Albuquerque – a team on the rise and will be competitive this year with solid running backs and a maturing defense anchored by stud DE Aaron Kampman.  QB play will cause the team fits this year with both roster QBs sporting ratings in the 70s.

15. Omaha – Run Larry Run will be the order of the day for the Condors.  A good offensive line feature bookend tackles Tarik Glenn and Flozell Adams will keep LJ going.  QB of the future Vince Young was drafted this year but I do not know if the sim will translate his below 70 QB rating into wins as it did in the NFL.  The defense is strong at LB with DeMarcus Ware and EJ Henderson but the defense is another draft away from making some noise.

16. Las Vegas – Welcome to the league little brother.  With Big Ben coming off a down year there is no one to get the ball to the Reggies (Wayne and Bush).  The defense has some pieces but 3 out of 11 will just not do in AFA.  The good news is Big Ben had a great first week in the NFL and so did your second round pick Mario Williams.  The bad news is that Jon Jansen and Jason Ferguson (both 8 ratings) were lost in the same week.

Next ratings at the end of Week #2

